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IT SURE SEEMS LIKE AN EMPOWERING TIME TO BE STUDYING THE ARTS. THIS
AUGUST, THE FIRST GOVERNMENT-BACKED PRIVATE ARTS UNIVERSITY HERE,
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS SINGAPORE, WILL WELCOME ITS INAUGURAL
COHORT. ACCORDING TO THE STRAITS TIMES IN A SEPTEMBER 2023 REPORT,
OUR COUNTRY WILL CONTINUE TO INVEST IN ARTS EDUCATION, WHILE THE
NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL'S LATEST POPULATION SURVEY ON THE ARTS SHOWED
CONSISTENT GROWTH IN INTEREST IN THE SECTOR AND AT LEAST TWO-THIRDS
OF SINGAPOREANS RECOGNISING THE BENEFITS OF ARTS AND CULTURE ON
THE COMMUNITY. ULTIMATELY THOUGH, PURSUING THE ARTS AS AN ACADEMIC
DISCIPLINE REMAINS NICHE (THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE, COMMUNITY AND
YOUTH'S SINGAPORE CULTURAL STATISTICS STUDY IN 2022 SHOWED
YEAR-ON-YEAR DIPS IN FULL-TIME ENROLMENT IN TERTIARY ARTS COURSES
BETWEEN 2016 AND 2021). HERE, SEVEN YOUTHS SHARE THEIR INTENTIONS,
ASPIRATIONS AND LESSONS LEARNT IN HAVING EMBARKED ON THIS PATH
LESS CHOSEN.

TEXT AND ART DIRECTION KENG YANG SHUEN
FORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY ATHIRAH ANNISSA COORDINATION PANG JIAWEI

ALL INTERVIEWS HAVE BEEM EDITED FOR BREWITY AND CLARITY.
TO LEARMN MORE ABOUT THESE COOL STUDENTS AND THEIR PRACTICES, HEAD TO FEMALEMAG COM.5G.
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HEE KER RU, 19, YEAR OHE STUDENT IM LASALLE COLLEGE DF THE ARTS' BA (HONS) FIME ARTS PROERAMME I

Her academic background: “| graduated from R . [nstitution prior foicominglie Lasalle. | took HE Art. In a very funmy and ironic

i that B was for art.” t common response towards her field of study: "Often, people

llege, they then azsume had dropped out. When

to switch to one of utter Comfusion and pity - that

at many Singaporeans disparage the aris ... | just say

that y dreams, and how many people actually get t Bee what they love?" Her aspiration: “The eventual goal is to be

a full-time it that's quite an idealistic dream ... I'm¥Content to become a teacher or lecturer for the income while

continuing my art practice simultanecusly. If all else fails, I'll photécopy my degree ten thousand times and build my own BTO with
it." H she didn't study fine arts ... "l don't think I'd be aliwe if | wasnt®doing art."
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ﬁ her field of study: My papefit= 5
cling metal: 1 . affer | grac

suse of the lac maoney as ptions ab
= | tolds -';-", that | wanted to study fine aris, they u-cerziood and suppo ne. | feel very
Be born tc pare ":-' try to give me what they never got growing up. Biggest misconcegtion ahout fing arts
pod at af@| can” =pea for others, but if | was already pood at doing art, | wouldr 't be fzr=. " On the
fram Thailand, | feel like the art scene in Singapore is very active and diverse __. | also

ages. All of this helps me feel inspired to continue my art practice.”
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artists are use hing about her programme: “Crifiquing cthers and taking criticSmesll. yow .:.auﬂ____
ners. Learn how to accept this by letting goaf your own ego and taking "
tic.” Her aspiration: “ To make an in %0

‘I woald've gone fo culinary school and become a chef. | was at the At

- II~:tld|~lt~1 “Tha
handlz

ent, you can"
back. |-fee! that indoin
she duln't study fine arts ...
manths to fearn more about the food and service industry. It was very fun, but | got lo
g my placement at.”



LUCAS TAN, 23, YEAR THREE STUDENT IN LASALLE COLLEGE DF THE ARTS' BA (HONS) FINE ARTS PROGRAMME

His parents’ sentimenis about his field of study: “When | was around 11 or 12, my mum was against me pursuing the aris

that time, the movie Delphin Tale also happened to come cut. 1t's about a reclusive young boy who rescues a dolphin

tail, skips school to treat it at an animal hozpital, and finds hiz passion and enthusiasm for working with animals there. My mu
watched it and was so mowved, she cried and changed her mind ... I'd be lying if | said I'm not wormied about my future, but wit
encouragement and support from my family and peers, "ve become more inclined to take risks and grasp opporiunities.” Mesi common
response towards his field of shedy: “Many would either say it's cool to see someone pursuing their passion academically, or show concern
over the financial stability of this industry. To the latter, my response has been to explain that | do have experience outside of the
fine arts. | don't mind such opinions. | just think that standing firm on the choices that you make in life is very important and help;
others see how seriously you take this.” Biggest misconception about fine arts students: *| think many people think that we took up fine 2
because we didn't know what to do in life. The truth is that mdﬁmwmumlm I can tell how passionate
peers are based on my encounters with mﬁmmmm
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| TL % ELISA TAN, 19, YEAR ONE STUDENT IN I.HSML[EIZ]LLEEE | '? . TS PROGRAMME
R TWO E| \i W 1 Her academic tla;jg'uunﬂ a5 . fanci not art!”
mic d: *1 have a dip 1g from Manyang Polytechnic and worked full LirfTe 85 ;' urpn!_hrlhlpﬂ A Eoing to be _]'IE.FII:I-_'H‘ IN"& no ( . fin { 5
i ear before deciding to switch fields. I han al a N ' ing in the Nahyang ACademy of | we colild_Betterourse 3 : ! TR Z-. simplest solution. | also
Fine A:ti."'l'lﬂ"hjdrinamr “My experignce a fo nurse have taught me that lif rt and unpredictable\and that dational skills since 1've 1 _ of " If she didn't study fine arts ... "1 1

,,»I{n’t |8t f€ar stop U8 from pursuing o : . | wan my Wit e-minded people as well and being a ) CE; y mad BEoRgmic g-term m to work with the M "||:'-.1r:.-' of |
: self-taught artist limits howamuc im g to art school has also becom ay o it seems tha | re.” What fing arts students need more of: '

new connections and fimdmore oppo iti I Ew ." What she hopes to achieve with her degree: “A better understanding ] s e subm ope st what's = school, which is on a rubric, I'd like
of myself and my art practice. And a job." Her plans post-graduation: " 1"'m exploring various fields such as art curation, teaching 3 better u 3 at wo &CC I §E= and = r i ow anges with art spa
and cammu nity art. I'm also interested i medical illustration because [ es my interest in bof ology & % ; would be greai e
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WAL ISHA FARIO, 20, YEAR ONE STUDENT IN LASALLE COLLEGE DF THE ARTS' BA (HONS) FINE ARTS PROGRAMME

| Bizzest mizconcepfion abowt fine arts studemts: “Thair our work is easy and that it doesn't requissm
absoiutely false.” Tosghest thing abeni “Sometimes, | have an idea or expect £ g
iLrn out, but with our deadlines, S ‘to achieve them.” Her plans past-graduation: *| Mg
S.igapore as well as overseas ... | alseuljke the idea of opening an art studio where pec[ 2/€
attend workshops.” On the local art scenes"While the industry is trying to be maore incluzi.e,
and opportunities are not widely open to every artist or art style, especially those thz are more
discouraging for those who want to pursue the arts as an academic discipline or profession, but '
come with the next generation of artists.”

=3
e
-
=
=
-
-+
=
=
=
-
-
(=]
=
=
=
Bt
(=
=
™
=
=
e |
e
=
=

F70



